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Best Trapping Practices

GENERAL INFORMATION KILLING TRAPS

Principles

;OLZL�JYP[LYPH�HUK�WYPUJPWSLZ�HWWS`�[V�ZWLJPLZ�ZWLJPÄJ 
RPS�SPUN�[YHWZ��-VY�H�SPZ[�VM�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�MVY�LHJO�ZWLJPLZ��
see:

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

�࠮ Trap dimensions (adapted to the size of 
the animal);

�࠮ :L[��HUNSL�VM�HWWYVHJO�I`�[OL�HUPTHS� 
[YHW�WVZP[PVU��[YPNNLY�WVZP[PVU�HUK 
JVUÄN\YH[PVU��[YPNNLY�HKQ\Z[TLU[�"

�࠮ Trap Model Mechanical properties (velo-
JP[ �̀�TVTLU[\T�HUK�JSHTWPUN�MVYJLZ�"

�࠮ Strike locations (targeted vital strike 
zones). 

�࠮
�࠮ 0SS\Z[YH[PVUZ�ZOV^�YV[H[PUN�QH^�[YHWZ�I\[�

can be applied to other killing type traps.

A

B

C

D

Approach angle

Trap position

Centred approach 
facing the trap

Pole will control the 
approach

Dorso-ventral (ideal) Side hit (avoid)

B

B

Trigger Adjustment

Slow (double strike) Quick (single strike)

B

B

D

A

Update: February 7, 2024

Criteria

Bad strike Appropriate strike

Strike type

Single Double

D
J. Goodman ©

J. Goodman ©

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH
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Best Trapping Practices

MUSKRAT KILLING TRAPS

To Get Optimal Lethal Strike Locations

;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�RPSSPUN�[YHWZ�MVY�[OPZ�
ZWLJPLZ��-VY�H�SPZ[�VM�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

Strike Type
Recommended Strike Locations

1 2 3 4
Single ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ

1Head

2

3

4

Atlanto occipital (neck base)

Neck

Thorax

Semi-submerged

On land and submerged Burrow or house entrance

= Approach by the animal

Guiding sticks to reduce the opening thereby 
allowing rapid contact with the trigger

6.7 cm

7.7 cm

120 frame 120 frame

Update: February 7, 2024

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH
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Best Trapping Practices

OTTER KILLING TRAPS

Trail set (on land)
Bait or lure set     

Trail set 
“semi-submerged”     

To Get Optimal Lethal Strike Locations

8.5 to 10.5 cm

Strike Types
Recommended Strike Locations

1 2 3 4
Single ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ

Double* ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ

= Approach by the animal

;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�RPSSPUN�[YHWZ�MVY�[OPZ�
ZWLJPLZ��-VY�H�SPZ[�VM�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

* Any combination of thorax ཱི�DQG�VWULNH�ORFDWLRQ�཰�RU�ཱ�RU�ི�

Channel set “submerged”

Trail set (on land)

Bait or lure set     

13 cm

3 cm

11.2 cm

220 and 330 
frame

220 frame

330 frame

Update: February 7, 2024

Neck

Head

(neck base)

Fur Institute of Canada ©

220 and 280 frame

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH
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Update: February 7, 2024

Best Trapping Practices

BEAVER KILLING TRAPS

To Get Optimal Lethal Strike Locations Strike Types
Recommended Strike Locations

1 2 3 4
Single ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ

Double* ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ

;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�RPSSPUN�[YHWZ�MVY�[OPZ�
ZWLJPLZ��-VY�H�SPZ[�VM�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

1Head

2

3

4

Atlanto occipital (neck base)

Neck

Thorax

* Any combination of thorax ཱི�DQG�VWULNH�ORFDWLRQ�཰�RU�ཱ�RU�ི�

Lure Set
“semi-submerged”

Lure Set
“On land”

“Submerged”

= Approach by the animal

10.8 cm
8.9 cm2.5 cm

Bank hole

= Lure

330 frame
280 frame

280 and 330 
frame

5 cm
5 cm

“On land” also

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH
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Best Trapping Practices

WEASEL KILLING TRAPS

To Get Optimal Lethal Strike Locations

;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�RPSSPUN�[YHWZ�MVY�[OPZ�
ZWLJPLZ��-VY�H�SPZ[�VM�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

Strike Type
Recommended Strike Locations

1 2 3 4
Single ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ

1Head

2

3

4

Atlanto occipital (neck base)

Neck

Thorax

“Closed” Box trap

= Approach by the animal

Double rotating jaws / baited trigger 4VKPÄLK�9H[�;YHW

= Bait

14 cm

9LK\JLK�VWLUPUN�MVY�IL[[LY�ZLSLJ[P]P[`�HUK�
approach by the animal

Screws

3 cm

5 cm

6 cm

3 cm
14 cm

Plastic cone to ensure  
correct approach

4 cm

3.5 cm

2 cm

3 c
m

1.75 cm

2 cm2.5 cm

1.5 cm

14 cm

9.5 cm

120
frame

5 cm

Update: February 7, 2024

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH
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Best Trapping Practices

MARTEN KILLING TRAPS

To Get Optimal Lethal Strike Locations Strike Types
Recommended Strike Locations

1 2 3 4
Single ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ

Double* ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ ᅚ

;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�RPSSPUN�[YHWZ�MVY�[OPZ�
ZWLJPLZ��-VY�H�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�SPZ[��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

* Any combination of thorax ཱི�DQG�VWULNH�ORFDWLRQ�཰�RU�ཱ�RU�ི�

1Head

2

3

4

Atlanto occipital (neck base)
Neck

Thorax

3 cm 8.5 cm

2.5 cm

= Approach by the animal

Box set

= Bait

120 frame

12.7 cm

7.6 cm min.

pole

Update: February 7, 2024

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH
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Best Trapping Practices

FISHER KILLING TRAPS

Strike Type
Recommended Strike Location

1 2 3 4
Single ᅚ

;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�RPSSPUN�[YHWZ�MVY�[OPZ�
ZWLJPLZ��-VY�H�SPZ[�VM�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

1Head

2

3

4

Atlanto occipital (neck base)

Neck

Thorax

Pole set           or With baited triggerBox set

45° to 
60°

1.5 or 
1.8 m

10 cm dia.

10 to 
12.7 cm

9 
cm

2.5 cm 5.6 cm
9.5 cm

= Approach by the animal

= Bait

8 cm

6 cm

2 cm

6.5 cm

Small stick between jaws

5 cm

2 cm

28 cm

11 cm max.

160
frame 120

frame

220
frame

160 120

Update: February 7, 2024

To Get Optimal Lethal Strike Locations

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH
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Best Trapping Practices

RACCOON KILLING TRAPS

To Get Optimal Lethal Strike Locations Strike Type
Recommended Strike Location

1 2 3 4
Single ᅚ

;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�RPSSPUN�[YHWZ�MVY�[OPZ�
ZWLJPLZ��-VY�H�SPZ[�VM�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

1Head

2

3

4

Atlanto occipital (neck base)

Neck

Thorax

Pole set* Box set* Trail set

7.6 cm

3.
8 

cm

= Approach by the animal
= Bait

��;YHW�ZPaL�HUK�KPZ[HUJL�IL[^LLU�[OL�
bait and the center of the trap is a ma-
jor factor in obtaining atlanto-occipital 
strikes.

or

6.4 cm

8.9 cm

1.9 cm 11.7 cm

11.7 cm 14 cm

15 cm

220 frame
280
frame

11 cm max.

28 cm

Center trap on pole for best approach

:L[Z�HIV]L�[OL�NYV\UK��]LY[PJHS�VY�OVYPaVU[HS��PZ�[V�H]VPK�JHW[\YLZ�I`�H�MYVU[�SLN

45°

28 cm

10 cm dia.

Update: February 7, 2024

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH
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Best Trapping Practices

CANADA LYNX KILLING TRAPS

To Get Optimal Lethal Strike Locations

;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�RPSSPUN�[YHWZ�MVY�[OPZ�
ZWLJPLZ��-VY�H�SPZ[�VM�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

Strike Type
Recommended Strike Location

1 2 3 4
Single ᅚ

1Head

2

3

4

Atlanto occipital (neck base)
Neck

Thorax

Pull trigger

= Approach by the animal

= Bait

;YPNNLY�^PYL

38 cm

Set details

38 cm

;LJOUPX\L�[V�LUJV\YHNL�S`U_�[V�[HRL�[OL�IHP[�^P[O�P[Z�
mouth thus avoiding capture by a front paw.

280 and 330 
frame

String

10.2 cm

Update: February 7, 2024

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH
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Best Trapping Practices

GENERAL INFORMATION KILLING NECK SNARES

Update: February 7, 2024

Types of cable
(galvanized steel)

Target species Diameter 
(inches)

Construction

Lynx/Bobcat
Fox/Coyote

1/16 and
5/64

1 x 19 and
7 x 7

Wolf 3/32 and
5/64

1 x 19 and
7 x 7

+

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

Recommended design and components

Breakaway

Stinger
torsion spring
(compressed)

Cam lock
with teeth

Snare cable

Trigger

Ferrule

S-Hook + J-Hook

Camlock with 
teeth and
S-Hook

Camlock with breakaway ferrule
(single crimp)

Lights out
torsion spring 
(compressed)

6HH�SDJH����IRU�VSHFLƂFDWLRQV
RI�FRPSRQHQWV

Flat washer

Types of breakaway devices

14



¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

Best Trapping Practices

GENERAL INFORMATION KILLING NECK SNARES

Torsion springs

Model Foxes Lynx/
Bobcat

Coyote Wolf

*Stinger 22 Mag Economy 9 9 9

*Stinger 22 Mag Deluxe 9 9 9 9

*Stinger 33 Mag Deluxe 9 9

**Lights Out A1 9 9 9 9

**Lights Out Signature 75 9 9

*All Stinger springs to be mounted with #2 trigger.

**All Lights out springs to be mounted with Lights Out
  incorporated trigger.

*HTSVJRZ�̂ P[O�[LL[O��L�N��)YPKNLY�:\YL�/VSK�*HTSVJR�̂ P[O�[LL[O��
or other designs that will stay in place while the torsion spring is 

opening. They must be of the same diameter as the snare cable.

Recommended Parts

Update: February 7, 2024

Note: the breakaway model numbers may not match the values obtained by standardized testing

�L�N��:�/VVR�����YLSLHZLZ�H[�����SI��

Breakaway
model

Hold
foxes/lynx/

bobcat

Hold
coyote/

foxes/lynx/
bobcat

Hold
wolf/coyote/
foxes/lynx/

bobcat

Release
white-tailed 
deer/mule/

caribou

Release 
elk/moosel

(Caught by a leg) 

Senneker S-Hook 265 9 9 9

Senneker S-Hook 385 9 9 9 9

Senneker S-Hook 750 9 9 9 9

Senneker S-Hook 1000 9 9 9 9

Snare Shop

S-Hook 285 9 9 9 9

S-Hook 525 9 9 9 9

Sullivan S-Hook 280 9 9 9 9

J-Hook 285 9 9 9 9

J-Hook 350 9 9 9

Fastach #150 or Ferrule/single crimp

1/16” cable 9 9 9 9

3/32” cable 9 9 9 9

5/64” cable 9 9 9 9

Fastach 9 9 9 9

Breakaway devices

15



¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

Update: February 7, 2024

Snare set sites and attachment points vs. strike zone (Canids + Felids)

Densely wooden area

Flat knot or swivel

Open ground
Position of 

support collar

Support wire

Strike zone (Canids + Felids)

Ideal

Loop diameters and setting heights

Species A B

Fox 18 cm 
(7”)

18 cm 
(7”)

Bobcat 20.5 cm 
(8”)

20.5 cm 
(8”)

Lynx 20.5 cm 
(8”)

30.5 cm 
(12”)

Coyote 25 cm 
(10”)

25 cm 
(10 to 12”)

Wolf 35 cm 
(14”)

35 cm 
(14”)

Wolf
(Northern)

40.5 cm
(16”)

45.5 cm
(18”)

A

B

Best Trapping Practices

SETTING PRINCIPLES KILLING NECK SNARES

Swivel (to avoid 
cable torsion and breaking)

Ferrule

Flat washer

Collar 
support

Swivel
Stake Support wire

Optimum 
tightening point

Solid tree,
no bending

9 or 12-Ga 
Attachment wire 

Ä_LK�OPNO

16



Update: February 7, 2024

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

Best Trapping Practices

ACCIDENTAL CATCHES
 (cervidae, cattle, sheep)

KILLING NECK SNARES

To avoid capture and retention of cervidae, cattle and sheep, killing neck snares 
must be constructed and set the proper way.

Accidental catches of moose in neck snares 
intended for wolves

In a conventional 
set

54 % of the catches 
involve the nose

Using a diverter wire

Flexible neck snare
Heavy sliding parts

Diverter; wire no 11 (set details)

View from above Slide view

Double ferrule

Attachment 
wire no 9

28”

15° 15°

28” 28”

46 % of catches 
involved the hooves 

(rear hoof in 2/3 of cases)

Stopper ring 10” from 
sliding lock 

(wolf neck snare)
Lock + S-Hook

Leg catch = rupture produced by S-Hook

17



Best Trapping Practices

ACCIDENTAL CATCHES
(dogs, eagles, birds of prey)

KILLING NECK SNARES

-VY�TVYL�PUMVYTH[PVU�VU�WYVWLY�IPYKZ�VM�WYL`�OHUKSPUN�HUK�YLOHIPSP[H[PVU�[LJOUPX\LZ��JVUZ\S[!�\XYVW�XJ�JH�LU�
Update: February 7, 2024

Use of a adapted bait container
(eg. steel bucket with lid)

Scent
emanation pipe

Buried
bait

container

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

General Set Guidelines (dogs, eagles, birds of prey) - solutions

*
Roa

d Road

*Forest
Field 
or road *Forest

Field
or road

*
*

Forest

Forest

Field
or road

Behaviors

1. Proper neck snares and attractives positioning 2. Hiding baits
(buried, inside a bait container, covered)

Canids (fox, coyote, wolf) Eagles or birds of prey

Requires an open area
for landing

Dogs

When smell detected, will go straight
to the attractive (lure/bait)

The suspicion of these wild 
canids leads them to turn around 
the smells detected before 
approching them

*

Covered bait

*Forest Field*

Field

Road

*
* *

*

*

Attractive (lure/bait)

Neck snare

Movements on the 
ground (wild canids)

Flying travel trajectory 
(birds of prey)

Movements on the 
ground (birds of prey)

*

18



Best Trapping Practices

GENERAL INFORMATION LIVE CAPTURE

;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�[OL�ZWLJPLZ�ZWLJPÄJ�
SP]L�JHW[\YL�[YHWZ��-VY�H�SPZ[�VM�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�MVY�LHJO 
ZWLJPLZ��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�HJ�
[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

Shock absorber
springs

Strong (coyote, wolf)

9LN\SHY��MV_�

Jaw type traps +
Foot encapsulating

Use of swivels avoids injuries 
by twisting

Movement radius =
chain length X 2

,SLTLU[Z�VM�;YHWWPUN�[V�(]VPK�0UQ\YPLZ���3PTI�/VSKPUN�;YHWZ

          = Swivel

         = Shock absorber spring

Proper adjustment of the pan trigger...

Bend here for 
adjustment

Centre  mounted swivel

Stake or drag trap anchoring:

<ZL�HU�PUSPUL�ZOVJR�HIZVYILY�ZWYPUN�HUK�H�Z\ѝJPLU[�
number of swivels

Canids, lynx, raccoon: 
With a stake, use short chain or cable
Canids jaw trap only: 
With a drag anchoring system, use a long chain 
(see Canids sheet)

All limb holding traps 
for raccoon and lynx: 
use stake anchoring 

systems

Jaw type traps and certain footsnares

Update: February 7, 2024

...Produces an appropriate strike location

Jaw Type Traps, Footsnares, Foot Encapsulating Traps
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¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

Daily check of the trap sets-VY�HSS�ZWLJPLZ�^OLU�WVZZPISL��\ZL�H�Ä_LK�HUJOVY 
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Best Trapping Practices

CANIDS (fox, coyote, wolf) LIVE CAPTURE

;YHW�:L[�+L[HPSZ�[V�(]VPK�0UQ\YPLZ

Optimal Strike Locations
1 2 3

ᅚ ᅚ

;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�[OL�SP]L�JHW[\YL�[YHWZ�
MVY�[OLZL�ZWLJPLZ��-VY�H�JLY[PÄLK�[YHW�SPZ[�MVY�JV`V[L�HUK�
^VSM��ZLL!�

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

FOOTSNARE / JAW TYPE TRAP

Recommended anchoring chain
maximum length

Mobile (drag) Stake

Fox 1.5 m 0.3 m

Coyote 2.5 m 0.5 m

Wolf 3 m 1.2 m

          = Swivel

         = Shock absorber spring

1 ;VLZ�
2 Pad  
3 Wrist

Jaw type trap

9t
Z\
S[HU

[L

Centre  mounted swivel  

Jaw type trap and 
footsnares

Footsnares
(not set) (set)

Shock absorber
springs

Strong (coyote, wolf)

9LN\SHY��MV_�

<ZL�VM�H[�SLHZ[�VUL�ZOVJR�HIZVYILY�ZWYPUN�HUK�H�Z\ѝJPLU[
number of swivels

Use of swivels avoids injuries 
by twisting

Movement radius = 
chain length X 2 With a stake, use short chain or 

cable (see table)

N.B.: For all footsnare cable, use stake only, no drag

Stake

With a drag anchoring system, use a 
long chain (see table)

-VY�TVYL�KL[HPSZ��JOLJR�[OL�70.,*�THU\HS��M[NX�XJ�JH�IV\[PX\L�THU\LS�WPNLJ�
Update: February 7, 2024
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¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

0[�PZ�WYLMLYHISL�[V�\ZL�H�Ä_LK�HUJOVY
system in most cases 
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Best Trapping Practices

RACCOON LIVE CAPTURE 

1 ;VLZ
2 Pad 
3 Wrist

;YHW�:L[�+L[HPSZ�;V�(]VPK�0UQ\YPLZ

Optimal Strike Location
1 2 3

ᅚ

Egg trap

Duffer and Egg trap:

- Partly buried underground 
(compacted soil)

- Bait set on the trigger 

'XσHU

;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�[OL�SP]L�JHW[\YL�[YHWZ�
MVY�[OPZ�ZWLJPLZ��-VY�H�SPZ[�VM�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

Ideal raccoon
approach angle

- Positioned this way, 
the restraining arm 

(steel rod) strikes on 
the pad side 

± 60°

Lil’ Grizz Get’rz

For all trap models:

 - Short chaining system
- 2 swivels

- Stake anchoring system

Light 
compacted soil

Compacted 
soil

Compacted

Obstacle
behind the trap

= Approach by the animal            = Swivel

FOOT ENCAPSULATING TRAPS

- Bait set under pull
  trigger 

Update: February 7, 2024

1
2

3

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH
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Best Trapping Practices

CANADA LYNX LIVE CAPTURE

Optimal Strike Locations
1 2 3

ᅚ ᅚ

;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�[OL�SP]L�JHW[\YL�[YHWZ�
MVY�[OPZ�ZWLJPLZ��-VY�H�SPZ[�VM�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

FOOTSNARE / JAW TYPE TRAP

1 ;VLZ 
2 Pad 
3 Wrist

1
2

3

= Approach by the animal          = Swivel

���;V�VI[HPU�[OPZ�Z[YPRL��WYVWLYS`
position the trap

;YHW�HUJOVYPUN
- Stake only

- Short (max. length 24.5 cm)

Centre mounted swivel

2 swivels + shock spring

Set only for capture by one front foot

Update: February 7, 2024

;YHW�:L[�+L[HPSZ�[V�(]VPK�0UQ\YPLZ

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

Favour this type
of strike...
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Best Trapping Practices

GENERAL INFORMATION LIVE CAPTURE
CAGES

-VY�H�SPZ[�VM�YHJJVVU�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�HUK�V\[KVVY�
HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ

CAGE

• Cage set in the shade 
and protected from bad 
weather to prevent 
exposure to sun and 
hypothermia; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Daily check, early morning;

• If set close to water edge, an-
[PJPWH[L�^H[LY�SL]LS�Å\J[\H[PVUZ�
to avoid drowning;

• *OVVZL�X\PL[�[YHW�ZP[LZ�to 
avoid stress.

gutter

Installation Details

Update: February 7, 2024

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH
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;OLZL�ZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ�VUS`�HWWS`�[V�[OL�SP]L�
capture traps for this species. For a list of 
JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ��ZLL!

M\Y�JH�JLY[PÄLK�[YHWZ�

X\LILJ�JH�LU�[V\YPZT�HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�ZWVY[PUN�
HUK�V\[KVVY�HJ[P]P[PLZ�[YHWWPUN�[YHWZ�SPZ[�JLY[PÄLK�
traps

CAGE

Update: February 7, 2024

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

Best Trapping Practices

BEAVER LIVE CAPTURE

Daily visite check. Trap set time = end PM or day.
=PZP[�$�LHYS`�TVYUPUN��WYL]LU[Z�PUZVSH[PVU��O`WLY[OLYTPH��PUQ\YPLZ�

$,+76�&HUWLðHG�EHDYHU�OLYH�FDSWXUH�FDJH�PRGHOV

Hancock/Koro Ezee Set/Dam Beaver

9LJVTTLUKLK�[YHW�ZL[�KL[HPSZ�[V�H]VPK�PUQ\YPLZ��Z[YLZZ��TVY[HSP[`!

Comstock

Anchoring rod

Guiding sticks and 
rocks to ensure 

proper approach

Aspen twigs
and leaves

= Lure position
    (beaver castoreum)

Trap stability secure 
with steel rod Water level must 

be stable

Covered and shaded site : 24



Update: February 7, 2024

IMPORTANT:�Ä_LK�HUJOVY�LUZ\YLZ�H�TVYL�YLSPHISL 
operation of the footsnare swivel.

Chain with 1/4” 
(grade 30) links

Total length
between 1.8 m (6’) and 2.4 m (8’) D

B

FF

Shock absorber spring (250 lb)

Best Trapping Practices

BLACK BEAR LIVE CAPTURE

FOOTSNARE

4(?�����/6<9:�;9(7�*/,*2

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

:[LLS�JHISL���_�� ������¹��
B

Fixed Anchor Systems (recommended)
^P[O�Z[LLS�JHISL�����¹���VY�JOHPU�����¹�SPURZ�

The cable or the chain must circle freely around 
the tree

Bucket Set
;YHPS�:L[
60 cm (24”) or less

D

D

B

1.2 m (46”) or less

:VSPK�[YLL�
TPU���¹��

B

Specifications:

A. Flexible steel cable, construction 7 x 19, 
3/16” diameter

B. Double ferrule 3/16”
C. Lock: 110° angle, 3/16” thickness, 5/8” width, 

rounded edges (single use)
D. Swivel: minimum 880 lb test
E. Diameter of 6” and less (bucket set) 

                   8” and less (trail set)
F. Quick link 5/16 (1 760 lb test)

Footsnare

A

E

B

D

110°

C

F

�����¹���

����¹���
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(recommanded) FOOTSNARE /

FIXED�(5*/69�:@:;,4:
Best Trapping Practices

BLACK BEAR LIVE CAPTURE

Update: February 7, 2024

��T��I\ɈLY�aVUL�

Swivel

Be
ar

 tr
ai

l

The anchoring system must 
circle freely around the solid tree 

�TPUPT\T����JT���¹����

Diameter = anchoring
cable (A) + footsnare length 
when closed (B) + 1 m (C)

TRAIL (GROUND) SET

THE SWIVEL MUST ALWAYS BE FUNCTIONAL

(C)

(B)

(A)

Catch Circle

IMPORTANT : le the anchoring system is the same for both the bucket and the trail set.

Swivel

IMPORTANT: the anchoring system is the same for both the bucket and the trail set.

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

Shock absorber spring 
(250 lb minimum)

Sweet
bait

Swivel

1.2 m
(4.5’)

12.5 cm
(5”)

Adding a metal sheet 
to the trunk to prevent 
accidental capture of 
raccoons and
porcupines

The bucket must 
easily fall to the 
ground once the 
bear is captured

The bucket 
lid MUST be 
secured 
(screws)

Tie wrap 50 lb

Swivel
No hole in 
the bucket

Back 
about 
1 ½”

lower
than the 

front

Bucket: minimum 
depth of 38 cm 

(15”)

BUCKET SET

Anchoring cable: 
total length 1.8 
m (71”)

Tie wrap 50 lb

Screw 2”
with

washers

Bait 
tied 
to the 
bottom
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Best Trapping Practices

COYOTE LIVE CAPTURE
RELAXING

CABLE RESTRAINT

RECOMMENDED TRAPPING PRACTICES 
AND CABLE SYSTEM COMPONENTS AND DESIGN

Relaxing cable restraint is a cable used to capture and hold an animal by the neck with the 
VIQLJ[P]L�VM�THPU[HPUPUN�P[�HSP]L�^OPSL�TPUPTPaPUN�PUQ\YPLZ�K\YPUN�[OL�JVU[LU[PVU�[PTL�WLYPVK�
 
0[�PZ�\ZLK�PU�ZL]LYHS�WHY[Z�VM�5VY[O�(TLYPJH�[V�SP]L�JHW[\YL�JV`V[LZ�MVY�KPɈLYLU[�YLHZVUZ��THPUS`�
^OLYL�[OLYL�PZ�H�YPZR�VM�PUJPKLU[HS�JHW[\YL�VM�UVU�[HYNL[�ZWLJPLZ�Z\JO�HZ�KVTLZ[PJ�KVNZ��SP]L-
stock and big game species. 

7YVWLYS`�I\PS[�HUK�ZL[��P[�HSSV^Z�MVY�[OL�YLSLHZPUN�VM�UVU�[HYNL[�HUPTHSZ�HUK��PM�ULJLZZHY �̀�VM�
target species with minimal harm. 

Ongoing recent trap research programs in Canada and the USA involving government agen-
JPLZ��]L[LYPUHYPHUZ��[YHWWLYZ��[YHW�THU\MHJ[\YLYZ�OH]L�WLYTP[[LK�[V�PKLU[PM`�KPɈLYLU[�JOHYHJ-
teristics that will permit to achieve these goals for the capture of coyotes. This document is 
PKLU[PM`PUN�[OLZL�KPɈLYLU[�JVTWVULU[Z�[OH[�[YHW�YLZLHYJO�YLZ\S[Z�OH]L�JVUÄYTLK�HZ�[V�IL�[OL�
IHZPJ�VULZ�PU�VYKLY�[V�TPUPTPaL�PUQ\YPLZ�HUK�Z[YLZZ�[V�JHW[\YLK�HUPTHSZ�

:PUJL�JHW[\YL�LɉJPLUJ`�HUK�ZLSLJ[P]P[`�HYL�YLSH[LK�[V�SVJHS�ÄLSK�JVUKP[PVUZ�HUK�^PSKSPML�ZWL-
JPLZ��HUK�[OLYLMVYL�JHU�]HY`�MYVT�VUL�YLNPVU�[V�[OL�V[OLY��^L�YLJVTTLUK�[OH[�`V\�JVUZ\S[�
your provincial or state wildlife agencies and trappers association to learn about the best 
applicable setting techniques in your trapping area.

�࠮ CABLE (AVIATION CABLE) 
��:[YHUK�*VUZ[Y\J[PVU!�ZPUNSL���í�� �VY���í����T\S[P���í���VY���í�� " 
��+PHTL[LY!����¹�VY�����¹��0M�[VV�ZTHSS��P[�^PSS�PUJYLHZL�WVZZPIPSP[`�VM�PUQ\YPLZ�HUK�JOL^PUN� 
   by coyote (escape).

�࠮ LOCKS (RELAXING) 
��9LSH_PUN�TVKLSZ��L�N��4PJYV�3VJR��7LUU`�� ��+LNYLL�)LUK�>HZOLY�3VJR�� 
   Kaatz 9LSH_�H�3VJR��)LYRZOPYL�>HZOLY�3VJR��9LPJOHY[™�>HZOLY�3VJR��5V��� 
��͎͎.YLNLYZVU™�3VJR��)40™ Slide Free Lock; 
- Passively non-powered activated (by the animal itself); 
��5V�7V^LYLK�HZZPZ[LK�SVJRZ��L�N��9HT�7V^LY�:UHYL��:[PUNLY�:WYPUN��(TILYN�:WYPUN��

�࠮ CABLE LOOP (FIGURES 1, 3) 
��:PaL��KPHTL[LY��TPUPT\T���¹�����JT���TH_PT\T���¹�����JT�" 
- Height from the ground to the bottom part of the loop: 10” (25 cm); 
- Deer Stop (to prevent capture by a leg): single ferrule cramped on cable to allow 
��͎͎͎H�JSVZLK�SVVW�H[���ñ¹����JT��KPHTL[LY�

�࠮ SWIVEL 
- Install swivel number 1 on the cable as close as possible to the end of the 10 to 12”   
��͎͎����[V����JT��KPHTL[LY�ZUHYL�SVVW"�(FIGURES 1, 4) 
- 0UZ[HSS�Z^P]LS�U\TILY���H[�[OL�LUK�VM�[OL�JHISL�L_[LUZPVU�VU�[OL�Ä_LK�HUJOVYPUN� 
   point. Cable extension must be as short as possible; (FIGURES 1, 4) 
- Captured animal must be able to circle (360°��MYLLS`�HYV\UK�[OL�Ä_LK�HUJOVYPUN��� 
   point. (FIGURES 4, 5, 6)

�࠮ EXTENSION TO THE CABLE (FIGURE 2) 
Must be as short as possible to prevent a whipping action when the coyote in move-
TLU[�OP[Z�[OL�M\SS�L_[LUZPVU�VM�[OL�JHISL��;OPZ�YLK\JLZ�[OL�YPZR�VM�PUQ\Y`�HUK�WVZZPISL�
cable entanglement resulting in death. (FIGURE 4)

�࠮ ANCHORING POINT 
:UHYL�JHISL�VY�L_[LUZPVU�JHISL�OHZ�[V�IL�H[[HJOLK�[V�H�ZVSPK��Ä_LK��HUJOVYPUN�WVPU[�
directly by a swivel. The cable MUST be able to freely turn around the anchoring 
point. (FIGURES 4, 5, 6) 
-VY�NYV\UK�Z[HRL��P[�ZOV\SK�IL�H�TL[HS�YVK�VM���¹�����JT���0U�SVVZL�Z\IZ[YH[L��\ZL�H�
KV\ISL�VUL��.YV\UK�JHISL�HUJOVY��L�N��)LYRZOPYL��-PUULK��HUK�ZVSPK�[YLL�JHU�HSZV�IL�
used as anchors. 

�࠮ ENTANGLEMENT OF THE CABLE 
There MUST BE NO entanglement of the snare or extension cable. The swivel(s) 
MUST be able to function freely during the captive time period. (FIGURE 4)

�࠮ BREAKAWAY DEVICE (BIG GAME AND LIVESTOCK) (FIGURES 2, 3) 
An appropriate breakaway component is added to allow self releasing of non-target 
species. Check appropriate resistance per species.

Update: February 7, 2024

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH
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Best Trapping Practices

COYOTE LIVE CAPTURE
RELAXING

CABLE RESTRAINT

FIGURE 1

10” (25 cm)

FIGURE 33VVW�:[VWZ!�0[�PZ�Ä_LK�H[��¹�
(20.5 cm) from the lock hole and 
keeps the loop from closing less 
than 2 ½ �. This allows a deer 
captured by the leg to escape.  

Maximum Loop Stop:
��¹�� ����JT�������¹�����JT����SVVW�
��¹�� ��JT�������¹�����JT����SVVW��

Ferrule
(Deer foot stop)

Breakaway

2 ½”

No. 9 gauge support: Bending the wire twice before inserting into 
the ground gives additional strength and stability to the support. 
It must fall on the ground once the animal captured.

No. 9 gauge
support wire

Swivel 1

Swivel 2

8” (20.5 cm)

Relaxing lock

Breakaway

No. 9 gauge support wire

Snare supports
options:

Whammy

Short piece

of vinyl tubing

Twist On

FIGURE 2

Update: February 7, 2024

(6.4 cm)

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

10 to 12”
(25 to 30 cm)
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Best Trapping Practices

COYOTE LIVE CAPTURE
RELAXING

CABLE RESTRAINT

! NO ENTANGLEMENT OF CABLE                      SWIVELS MUST ALWAYS BE FUNCTIONAL

FIGURE 4

No obstacle in catch circle to avoid
any entanglement of cable and 

maintain swivelling action.

 Cable must circle freely (360°)
around anchoring point.

Fixed
anchoring point

Extension cable
as short as possible

Swivel 2 

Swivel 1 

Catch Circle

Update: February 7, 2024

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

Ground Stake

FIGURE 5

FIXED ANCHORING ONLY
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Best Trapping Practices

COYOTE LIVE CAPTURE
RELAXING

CABLE RESTRAINT

SNARE + SET CHARACTERISTICS 
• 3/32” diameter 7 × 7 or 1 x 19 weave cable (both loop and extension).
• Devices of a total of 6’ (1.83 m) in length composed of two parts: a 38” (96.5 cm) catch loop cable and a 34” (86.5 cm) extension cable. 
• $�ðUVW�1R����EDUUHO�VZLYHO�SODFHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ORRS�DQG�H[WHQVLRQ�FDEOHV����ú�������FP��IURP�WKH�FDEOH�ORRS�HQG��WR�FUHDWH�D�PD[LPXP�FDWFK�

loop diameter of 12” (30 cm)).
• A second No. 9 wire end swivel attached for staking.
• A ferrule stop placed 8” (20.5 cm) from the cable end loop to create a 2.5” (6.4 cm) diameter loop stop (deer stop). 
• A breakaway ferrule clamped on the cable end (behind the lock) and designed to break at 350 lb.
• Vinyl tubing as the snare support collar. 
• Bottom of cable loop set between 9-12” (23-30 cm) from the ground or packed snow.

Source: Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, USA

Update: February 7, 2024

COYOTE RELAXING CABLE RESTRAINT MEETING AIHTS* REQUIREMENTS
DESCRIPTION OF COMPONENTS 

*Agreement on International Humane Trapping Standards

¨�*OLJR�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVYP[PLZ�PU�JOHYNL�VM�^PSKSPML�[V�JVUÄYT�YLN\SH[PVUZ�YLSH[LK�[V�[YHW�\ZL�PU�`V\Y�[YHWWPUN�HYLH

KAATZ RELAX-A-LOCK, BERKSHIRE LOCK, 
90-DEGREE BEND WASHER LOCK (PENNY LOCK) AND MICRO LOCK 

Micro Lock90-Degree Bend 
Washer Lock 
(Penny Lock)

Berkshire 
Washer Lock

Kaatz Relax-a-Lock
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